


THE FORGOTTEN
MILLIONS.

Why we must fight fen India’s
Cnphan Childnen

25 million Orphans.
More than the population of Sri

Lanka, Australia.
Yet no Rights!




India- The nation that counts everything, but its Or, !

India has over 2.5 crore Orphan Children.
More than the population of 140 countries of the world,
including Australia and Sri Lanka.

Yet 99% of them are not covered in any scheme!



Why this is a crisis?

Excluded from Education :
Not included in the Right to
Education Act

Excluded from welfare :
No inclusion in any welfare
scheme, Pm Vishkarma,
Ayushman Bharat, Ration card
or any caste based scheme

No Official Status:
No ‘Orphan’ Certificate exists -
making it impossible to access

No Official Count:
Orphans have never been
included or counted in Census or
any studu



INDICATOR

Total number of
orphans

% receiving
Government support

Children in
Institutions

Annual Adoptions

Orphans with access
to Identity Documents

Orphaned/street

children turning 18
yearly

Orphaned girls’ risk
of trafficking

Schemes or policy for

higher education

Schemes for
employment of orhans

ORPHANS IN INDIA

25 million or 2.5 crore
(World's largest orphan
population (as per UNICF,

SOS Children’s Vilage)

Less than 1%

Only 57,940 (<0.5%)

Under 5000

Vast majority lack
Aadhaar, Ration Cards,
ele

Over 1 million

None — not in official

Census or Economic
Surveys data

None

None




Invisible Children
The National Child‘Policydoes not mention Orphan

The N1T1 Aayog's plan India@75 does not contain the word
Orphan

B e ent SC/ST/OBC/MINORITY ORPHAN
4 MENTIONS MENTIONS

Nat|ona.l Policy for - W 1gen§rlc
Children mention

India@75 (NITI AAYOGQ) Multiple (>20) mentions O mentions

India@47 : 100 years Continued Protections,

o) ti
(draft plan) many mentions S




Orphans don’t have a single Act or legislation dedicated
to them or their needs

—they are included in the juvenile justice act, which deals primarily

with children criminals as a afterthought

Dedicated Law None
Specific Policy One, covering less than 1%
Official Data Excluded from a census, Health and Welfare surveys

None, No Ministry Cell, No Commissioner, No

==E e ted ALRI It Dedicated Authority

Public Reporting None




Over 1 million orphans turn 18 each year.

Forced to leave orphanages overnight with:

‘No money
No higher education
No job skills
‘No shelter

Orphan girls specially face:

€arly forced marriage
evploitati



A country home to 1.2 billion people,
. yet orphans have no where to go

Total Districts: 800
Districts with Orphanages: 639
Districts with Aftercare Homes: 252

68% districts have no aftercare homes
20% have no orphanages.

‘Where do the children go?

njails & hospitals, left on streets,
sleeping onrailway platforms.

» no. aafily, no. secundy, no Right to. Zik.




Budget Disparity:
Wdjare for the weak, Naglecl for tha weakert

» Mission Uatsalya gets less than 2% oftheZBudget
4 earmarkedfor children, which is 3.5% ofthztotal
Y/ et
e :, So if Rs 1000 was the budget of the country,
._.-'3. B  morethan 2 crore orphans would be allotted
%/ 58 paise
" ‘?\{"\" pas

Comparison of Welfare Spending: SC/ST/OBC/Minorities vs Orphans
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SC/ST/OBC/Minority Welfare Budget (2023-24):72,92,000 crore

Mission Vatsalya for Orphans: 1,400 crore total (Y436 crore released in 2022-23)



The Injustice!

sC 8 B 4 10 Zew(g,&t. and the
AM,
A, : 99% ahe for
OBC 6 4 3 6 '&C/ 4T / 0B (,'/
Minorit 5 3 5 5
ites
Jor Crphars.,
Orphan # ,
! 0 0 0 1 nearly
Group Scholarship Deveslcla(::nent RTE Loan Reservatiom
50
ST
OBC/min.

Oprhans




Couvers less than 1% of orphans—millions remain outside the

‘Pathetically low fi —barely %5 per day per child; over
¥300 crores of the e budget was surrendered unused.

or higher education—not a single

‘No guaranteed s i

rupee reserved for college, coaching, or professional

traim'ng
At 18, they are castjout with T2000/month—meant to cover
rent, food, ion,land survival. For most, this is the age
not adulthood.
Cirls are leftatelememsk—thhout housing, identity,
safety or protection from trafficking.

‘No national survey, no dashboard, no data—India doesn't
even know how many orphans it has.

g

=

ingle provision to protect or monitor property left
bydeceased parents. L.and and inheritance are easily
stolen.

TFoster care and are broken promises—with 2000
per month support, even willing families can't take a child in.

Children’s homes are absent in over 100 districts, and most



Ufyour parents died of COUTD -19, you get more benefits. Because
you come under PMCares for Children.

f they died of Cholera, or Nipah, or a car accident,
‘Because you come under Mission Uatsalya.

Their fate may be equally bad, but one is the lesser orphan.

None
None
‘No provision
‘No Provision
None
till age 18
no.

TFree- both in
pot or govt
or skill
enrolment in
Ayushman
‘Bharat
till age 23
yes

10 lakh upon
turning 18
‘Rs 4000

month

Scholarship




‘Legal.identityfor access toeducatwnjobs welfare—
Just like caste certificates.

‘Recognige orphans as a distinct backward class eligible
for education and job reseruvations.

Orphans to be included as a separate category for this

census.

A dedicated lauwfor orphans — ensuring structured
support, rights, and protection.

Sxplicitly include orphans; ensure cmnpulsory school
enrollment.

Scholarships, free hostels, and vocational training
pathways for orphans.

Secure and monitor inherited assets against exploitation.



Reserve 1% funds for orphanage and aftercare
infrastructure.

Orphans must be automatic beneficiaries across all
government schemes.

Fast-track Aadhar, bank accounts, ration cards through
institutional support.

Automatic enrollment under Ayushman Bharat and
similar programs.

‘Provide seed funding and entrepreneurship programs
for aged-out orphans.

Structured help for shelter, education, and jobs after 18.

Every district must have at least 3 orphanages (boys,
girls, mfants ) and 2 aftercare homes.



They are the weakest, the most backward, the least educated and with no
opportunity

70% of India’s children have some form of reservation. Orphans — the weakest — are
excluded.

Orphans lose caste-based reservations once parental identity is lost — a cruel injustice.

Officers assign random surnames to orphans, breaking ancestral linkages and rights.

The Constitution allows affirmative action for "any socially and educationally backward

class.

Supreme Court extended reservation to transgenders. Orphans deserve similar
protection.

The National Commission for Backward Classes recommended reservation for orphans
in 2016 — still ummplemented

Orphans without caste certificates are locked out of scholarships, jobs, Army enlistment,
and welfare programs.



Orphans meet all 11 Mandal Commission backwardness criteria —
social, educational, economic.

The National commission of back classes recommended Orphans be
included in Other Backward Classes in 2016

Criteria (Mandal Commission) | Orphans | Yadavs (OBC Group 1) | Kurmis (OBC Group 2)|

Socilal backwardness v v
Educational backwardness

ow representation in higher education
|  Manuallabor/unskilledjobs | « |  « | [ ]
|  Dependenceoncasuallabor | « | « = @
| _ Nolandownershp | « | @ | g ]
|  FEarly marriage /childlabor | « | 200000« 00 000« 0|
[ Marginalization/stigma |~ [ [ |

SES|SSS
LY = RN AN




‘Poulomi’s P.1.1. asking for more budget and support for orphans, on which the Supreme Court
issued notie in 2018, the Union Government’s budget for orphans increased from Rs 750 crores in
2018-2019 to Rs 1500 crores in 2019-2020.

Sh. Raghav Lakhanpal, Member of Parliament, mentionedtiwplighloforphansand?)oulond’s
book in the Parliament, thereby starting a discussion on the subject.

The National Commission for 0BCs has recommended that orphan children may be considered
part of OBCs for educational and job opportunities.

Uttarakhand has given 5 percent reservation to Orphan children in education and jobs
Maharashtra has given 1 percent reservation in education
Goa has also committed 1 percent reservation in Supreme Court
Chattisgarh has made major policy changes, including expanding the network of orphanages in
‘Punjab has extended the budget for orphan children
Orphans have been given special provisions in government jobs in ‘Himachal Pradesh.
Telangana has provided reservaton in educaton and jobs for orphans as a part of 0BCs. (Has
included them in OBC category)
Tamil Nadu has given orphans reservaton in Group-D jobs and seats in government 1T s
(Industrial Training ‘Institutes).
Goa, through their Ladli .axmi Scheme, financial assistance of Rs 1lakh is also given to orphan
girls.
Several States have included Orphans in RTE



Adopt an Orphanage Program
Mobiliged businesses to support orphanages with donations, tuitions, supplies.
Expanded partnerships to 7 cities across UP, Uttarakhand and ‘Haryana for job and. skill

linkages.

COUTD-19 Digital Support:
Donated Smart TUs and internet access to 32 orphanages ensuring education continuity for

over 1,000 orphans.

Emeotional Drives:

"Diwali with Orphans” and "Rakhi with Orphans” programs to foster emotional bonds
between society and orphaned children.

‘Participation from celebrities like Dharmendra Deol, Anil Sharma, R.P. Singh, Swara
Bhaskar, Satish Kaushik.

Large-Scale Donation Drives:
"Diwali-daan with Orphans” provided essentials to over 1,000 children.
"Naw-Din, Nau-Anaathalaya” campaign focused on supporting girls’ orphanages during

Navratri.



Tssuance of a Separate Orphan Certificate.
District-wise orphanage establishment across ‘India.

‘Reservation inclusion for orphans in education and jobs.

Continue and broaden the ongoing P1L in the Supreme Court.

File fresh state-level interventions to secure orphans’ inclusion in welfare progra

Launch National Awareness Campaigns:

Target schools, colleges, and digital platforms.
‘Normalige the ideathat caring for orphans is a civic duty, not charity.



Create direct linkages between businesses and orphanages for jobs, training, and financial security.

Tocused on financial literacy, legal rights, and general education for orphans and street children.

Support orphaned children’s access to higher education and vocational training.

Ensure orphans’ enrollment in schools under RTE and other government welfare programs.

‘Place dedicated teachers inside orphanages and offer free academic coaching.

‘Book and stationery donation drives across colleges every semester.

Self-defense classes for orphanage residents to ensure personal safety.

Tailoring, carpentry, hospitality, retail — employment-oriented skills.

Create a digital platform offering legal aid access and complaint redressal for orphan youth.



A Life Shaped by Labels

Two boys from the same orphanage were arbitrarily
assigned caste surnames:
One, labeled "forward caste", was denied scholarships and
benefits, and grew up a daily-wage carpenter rejected by
SC
The other, labeled "backwa
and secured

Dying Without Care

Ina children's home in Bihar, a 10-
-old boy died of an untreated
infection.
isiting doctor. No medicine. No
accountability.

Off, Dead at 19
ied off at 18 by the orphanage itself.
at 19 — no legal action, no inquiry

At a neglected shelter, chi
message o

» Thare aborier are not wolated incidends.
TMW&WW&—
MWWM@WL“



Tn Uttar Pradesh, a police operation uncovered a trafficking ring selling orphaned children under
the guise of illegal adoptions.

Tn Mugaffarnagar, 34 girls were sexually assaulted and trafficked by the director and staff of their
own shelter home.

> Girls were trafficked out at night from a governmeni-funded shelter

- Fake orphanages illegally "recruiting” children to claim state grants.

Studies reveal that orphaned girls living on Indian streets face a 40% probability of sexual assault
before the age of 16.

Missing children reports shouw a disproportionately high number from orphanages and shelter
homes.



Advocate | Author | Policy Reformer

Poulomi Pavini Shukla is a Supreme Court lawyer, policy advocate, TEDx
speaker, and author who has spent over a decade fighting for the rights of
orphaned and abandoned children in India.

Court of India advocatmg for:

Nationwide enumeration of orphans
Legal identity through an Orphan Certificate
Reservation in education and employment
Property protection and access to welfare schemes

d legal aid, documentation drives, and mental health initiatives for

| orphans.
vered talks at educational institutions, NGOs, and platforms like TEDx.

advocating for orphan welfare



TForbes India "30 Under 30" (2021) - Sducationand’l)olicy
Femina "Fab 40" List — Transformative Women of India

Cosmopolitan Disruptors List (2022)

FICCT FLO "Woman of the Year - Social Sector" (2020)

Justice Sirpurkar (Former Judge, Supreme Court of India)
Justice Uineet Saran. (Judge, Supreme Court of India)
Justice Dileep CGupta( Former Judge, High Court of Allahabad)
Justice 1gbal Ansari (Former Chief Justice, Patna High Court)
Justice Rafat Alany (Former Chief Justice, Allahabad High Court)
Shri Bhupesh Baghel (Chief Minister, Chhattisgarh)
Shri Keshari Nath Tripathi (Former Governor, West Bengal and Bihar)
Shri RaghubarDas (Former Chief Minister, Jharkhand)
Ms. Rita Bahuguna Joshi (Member of Parliament, Ex-Minister of Women and Child Welfare,
U.P)
Shri Manpreet Badal (Former Finance Minister, Punjab)
Mwgaffar Ali (Eminent filmmaker and Padma Shri awardee)
Javed Akhtar (Poet, Writer, Lyricist, and Padma Bhushan awardee)
Dr. Naresh Trehan (Chairman, Medanta Hospital, and Padma Bhushan awardee)



MISSION:

VISION:

Conftact Details

Email: contact@weakestonearth.com
Phone: +91-9696667126
Office: 4/34 Vikram Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow - 226002
Website: www.weakestonearth.in
Instagram: @weakestonearthl



